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FQLITIGAI. REPORT 


b* GontrzmeBt-Ilbøral Partj nffer^tioM on Pefense: DLfforencoø betvoon the 

gOTor n aent and tho Ilbaral Partx on tha dafanaa queatlon apparantly ara con- 

tlnulng. FoUoving tha oontradletoxy reaarlca by Liberal Party Sacratary 

General SATO Elaalca and Oapu^ iriae MLnleter OGATA Taketora ^ SATO folloved 

up by stating that aelf-defenae var potential vould be a riolation of the 

Conati tution* SATO'a etatenent vae ained at the IVogreaaiTe Par'^'a deolaration 

that aelf-defenae f oreea are legal under the preaetxt Conatitution, but he waø 

alao contradieting OQAIA'a aarly remarks. OOATA haa aaid tdat hia opiniona 

on defenae build-<^>, and the conatitutionality of aalfniefenaa foroea vare 

axpraaaed in anaver to leadlng quaationa from nevapaper reportera and therefore 

ahouXd not be taken aa formal gover nm ent or liberal Party polley. Nevertheleaa^ 

tha dlfferenoea betveen SATO*a and OGATA’a vleva suggeata elther that 

ooordination within the Liberal Purty la poor^ or that the party atand ia not 

yet aettled. SATO and OOATA reportedly are oonferring on the queation. Sone 

mutually acceptable stand is needed In order to aToid apeculatlon aa to poaaibla 
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